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Abstract: 

Unstable party systems in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) have enabled new 

populist and anti-establishment parties to intrude and broaden their electorates at 

the expense of established mainstream parties. However, illiberal policies in Hungary 

and Poland are pursued by established parties that have already led governments 

in previous periods. While some established parties have adopted populism to 

mobilize their voters and stay in power, some anti-establishment parties have 

attracted voters with public integrity agendas, avoiding the anti-pluralist stance of 

populism. The panel aims at analyzing the varying trajectories of populist and anti-

establishment parties in CEE. How do they manage to enter party systems and build 

majorities? How vulnerable or resilient are individual party systems with regard to 

these newcomer parties? How do populist and anti-establishment parties 

reconfigure the political divides structuring party systems? How do these parties 

affect the notoriously weak party-voter alignments and the patterns of protest-

voting in CEE? Single case studies and cross-national comparisons as well as 

qualitative or quantitative studies are invited for this panel. 
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